IN THE SUPREME COURT

STATE OF GEORGIA

ATLANTA HUMANE SOCIETY and
BILL GARRETT,

Appellants,
Vs. Case No.: S504G0613

BARBARA L. HARKINS,

Appellee.

APPELLEE BARBARA HARKINS' BRIEF

This case, which garnered affidavits from former and current
State Senators who both authored and sponsored the anti-SLAPP
statute as well as multiple amicus briefs, addresses whether the
anti-SLAPP statute and its companion privilege protect citizens who
speak out on issues "of public interest or concern" by empowering
gourts to dismiss baseless lawsuits that they determine to be
SLAPPs within the meaning of 0.C.G.A. § 9-11-11.1. Because *the
Court of Appeals properly found that courts may review the
sufficiency of anti-SLAPP verifications and that AHS’ verifications
fail, this Court should affirm.

Appellants argue that the anti-SLAPP statute reguires only
~he mere pro forma filing of a verification, and that courts are
pcwerless to reject the filed verification even if a lawsuit is in
fact a SLAPP. AHS Brief at 1, 3. We disagree. The mere filing of

the verification is a necessary first procedural step, but in a
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